
 

 

 

 
 

                  
 Wednesday, 06 September 2017 

Dear Parent / Carer 
 
Following our successful year in 2016/17 I am writing to explain how I would like to take our school forward 
this academic year.  We know that families play by far the greater part in children’s development compared 
to schools and your support for your children’s academic progress is invaluable.  I look forward to working 
hand in hand with you in order to secure the very best outcomes for your child this year. 
 
We are proud of our ‘Good’ Ofsted judgement but by no means complacent about it.  Even as recently as 
March, Ofsted took the view that although the school is overwhelmingly good it is not yet Outstanding.  
Furthermore, their view of our test results was that they still ‘required improvement’.  We have turned that 
round dramatically at Key Stage 2, with very impressive results that put us well within the top 5% of schools 
nationally in crucial measures of progress.  But there is still work to be done in sustaining and enhancing this 
for the next inspection in order to secure that ‘Outstanding’ grade. 
 
This year, we are focusing on two key areas: 
 

 Enhancing further our key strength: the children’s Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare 
(PDBW); 

 Improving standards in spelling across the school. 
 
The first area reflects the fact that we came very close to an ‘outstanding’ judgement in this area in March.  
By taking a structured approach to the promotion of each of our values, as well as an emphasis in the 
curriculum on learning about the wider world, I believe that we can take this area of school life further forward 
and secure that top level grade. 
 
The second arises from the fact that despite our Key Stage 2 outcomes being overwhelmingly above national 
averages, we were slightly below the average in ‘Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling’ and an analysis of 
children’s work across the school by me and Mr Miller tells us that within this spelling is the key area that 
must be developed. 
 
How can parents support this focus? 
 
One crucial aspect of the way schools are measured in PDBW is attendance.  The Ofsted inspection 
handbook states that, in Outstanding schools, “Pupils value their education and rarely miss a day at school.  
No groups of pupils are disadvantaged by low attendance.  The attendance of pupils who have previously 
had exceptionally high rates of absence is rising quickly towards the national average”.  I urge you to fully 
support this strand. 
 
In terms of the second strand, please support any spelling learning that is sent home for children to practise.  
If you have any questions about the expectations you should have for your child’s spelling then please refer 
to the relevant class page on our website or talk to your child’s class teacher.  This will support the work we 
are putting in place through the purchase of a spelling scheme that comes recommended by an experienced 
consultant. 
 
Meanwhile, I am very proud that 100% of parents have said in our surveys that they would recommend the 
school to others.  I know that this will only remain the case so long as we answer any queries that you have 
promptly and effectively.  Please do contact me if you have any comments to make about how we can take 
the school further forward. 
 
Thank-you for your fantastic support. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Warrick Barton  
Headteacher 
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