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Context 

After having closed all schools on the 23rd March because of the Coronavirus, followed by a 

phased approach to initially just years Reception, 1 and 6 from the 1st of June, the British 

Government decided to fully reopen schools from the 1st of September. A huge amount of 

planning and preparation has been taken by all members of Pensford Primary School staff to 

ensure social distancing is maintained and that personal cleanliness can be carried out by 

every child and member of staff.  

Aim 

The purpose of this addendum is to clarify for staff and parents what we need our children 

to achieve in terms of social distancing and personal cleanliness on their return to school. 

We hope that you will be able to help us achieve these different behaviours from day one.  

Plan 

Whilst it has been noted from The British Government and The Bath and Mendip 

Partnership Trust that the two metre social distancing is recognised as not being attainable 

within schools particularly within the classroom environment of our youngest children or 

some with special needs, we will aim to maintain a social bubble for each key stage of 

children. This means that children will stay within the same group of children whilst at 

Pensford Primary School, including in lessons, break and lunch time and pick up and drop 

off.  

Expectations of children as we return: 

As well as our existing high expectations of behaviour in school, children will be expected to 

adhere to rules around the additional safety measures that we are putting into place for a 

safe return to school: 

• All children will wash their hands regularly and for a minimum of 20 seconds, using the 

guidance on hand hygiene. Adults will supervise this as necessary; 

• Children must cough or sneeze into a tissue or into their elbow, and will be reminded to 

do this; 

•Coughing or sneezing at another child or adult on purpose will not be tolerated and will 

result in sanctions; 

•Children will only use the areas of the school reserved for their group, and their group 

only. Adults will give children constant clear reminders about this. Any child deliberately 

going to areas of the school they are not permitted to use will be subject to sanctions; 



•Children will tell an adult immediately if they experience symptoms. Adults will speak 

sensitively to children about how to do this and what to look out for; 

•Children will be reminded not to share equipment and other items, and only use their own 

things, or the things designated for their group. Adults will supervise this at all times, and be 

vigilant. 

This will be made clear to all children and adults before the school will reopen and children 

will be reminded of this when they return to school. 

Sanctions: 

Given that our absolute top priority is to prevent any cases of Covid-19 spreading within the 

school, we hope you will understand that if children are unwilling to follow these new 

behaviours then there will be some sanctions put in place: 

• If any of the above rules are broken deliberately, the child will initially have a discussion 

with the class teacher/group leader about why their behaviour is unacceptable. This will be 

recorded on a behaviour incident form; 

• If this happens a second time, the child will spend fifteen minutes in the Head teacher’s 

office (under the open window, at the table) completing some work and the Head teacher 

will discuss their behaviour with them; 

• At this point, the Head teacher will also telephone parents and ask them for their support 

by talking to their child at home; 

• If the behaviour continues, the child may be subject to further sanctions as set out in the 

Behaviour Policy, especially if this behaviour is compromising the safety of other children 

and adults in our school. 

Acknowledging positives: 

• As well as the above sanctions, all members of school staff will be ensuring that all 

positives are celebrated, good behaviour and thoughtfulness is acknowledged, and children 

are rewarded for the good choices that they make. 


