
Newsletter – 8
th

 June 2018 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Arthur, Bella and Seren 
 Star of the week in Otter is: Seany 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Max and Jaime 
 Headteacher awards: Macie, Jake and Alfie G 
 Best class attendance: Otter 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

There’s lots of information to pack in to this week’s newsletter so I’m going to try to 

keep my message brief.  I just wanted to let you all know that we have launched our 

value of the term, which is ‘Happiness’.  As the children complete the final term of 

this academic year (already!) we are focusing on children’s wellbeing and planning 

for a smooth transition to their new year groups.   

Part of the focus involves thinking about how we ensure that lunchtimes are really 

happy for all children.  We are celebrating all the things that Pensford children do to 

look after each other in the playground, including when children of different ages 

mix well and care for one another.  The children themselves have also come up with 

some great ideas for clubs they can run at break and lunchtimes to give others more 

opportunities to get involved with specific activities that interest them.  The children 

have written applications to start a club and I have picked the very best ones to 

begin their clubs this term.  For your information, here is what we now have on offer: 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Break: Football 

skills for 

Dragonfly (run 

by Oakley, Alfie 

G and Brandon) 

Lunch: Writing 

club for YR-Y4 

run by Jess L 

Lunch: Touch 

typing club for 

all ages, run by 

Freya, Lucy & 

Tilda 

Lunch: Science 

club for all ages, 

run by Cameron 

Lunch: Cricket 

club for all ages, 

run by Charlie B, 

Devon and Ellis 

Lunch:  Bug club 

for all ages, run 

by Macie 

Of course our programme of after-school clubs continues as normal, and Mr Meek 

(who has been running a lunchtime sports club for Dragonfly) now delivers his own 

lunchtime club to Key Stage 2 children on a Tuesday. 

So with all this in place, and a wide range of sporting, cultural and forest school trips 

this term we are looking forward to really celebrating our ‘Happiness’ value in style. 

Have a good weekend, 

Mr Barton 



New class name – it’s official! 

Thank-you to all those who contributed to our vote for our new class name.  As we 

move to 4 classes in September, our new Reception class needs its own identity.  

There has been very widespread agreement that the new class will be called… 

 

Duckling Class!   

We look forward to meeting our new Reception parents on Wednesday, when they 

have been invited to come and hear all about the process of their children starting 

at our school.  Current parents with younger children starting in September have also 

been invited, of course. 

Clerk to Governors – an opportunity 

There are several schools in the local area, including Pensford, who are currently 

looking for a Clerk to Governors.  Anyone who has good administrative skills could 

look at this position, which offers a very interesting role in working alongside our 

superb Governing Board.  The number of hours involved is not huge (just over 30 per 

year), although there is distinct possibility of us teaming up with one or more other 

schools to offer a role that includes more hours if that suits. 

If you would like to find out more about the rates of pay, the type of experience we 

are looking for, and the opportunities for training offered, please contact our Chair 

of Governors, Nigel Chambers, via the school office.  Pensford_pri@bathnes.gov.uk 

or  01761 490470. 

Kingfisher Camp next week 

Mr Miller, Mrs Bevan and Mrs Croucher are looking forward to taking children from 

Kingfisher class on their residential trip to Whitemead in the Forest of Dean next 

week.  Whenever possible they will be sending photos through for us to post on the 

Kingfisher webpage.  We will update parents whose children are away by text 

during the week with any key bits of news from the trip. 

PE lessons at the Memorial Playing Fields 

Now that summer is here we will be having some more PE lessons up at the playing 

fields.  We just wanted to make parents aware that this is a possibility for any PE day 

but will not be asking specific permission to take children out of school for this 

purpose. 

 

mailto:Pensford_pri@bathnes.gov.uk
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/


Dragonfly trip to ‘Sing as One’ 

Dragonfly class once again represented the school superbly well when they took 

part in the ‘Sing as One’ event on Thursday at Saltford Primary school.  We are 

indebted to Jane Critten for her excellent teaching and piano playing as she 

prepared the children for the performances and accompanied them on the trip.  

She and the staff who went were very proud of how Pensford stood out as a well-

behaved, focused group of singers.  The children said how much they had enjoyed 

it too and it was certainly a case of “Happiness Dojos All Round”! 

You can even see a couple of videos of the class performing, by visiting the 

Dragonfly webpage.  Just click on the picture below. 

 

First Aid notifications 

You may have received, over the last few weeks, a notification by text if you child 

has suffered a mishap that has required first aid.  We have introduced this because 

the paper-based system of getting notes about accidents to parents can go awry – 

not least because we know how busy parents are and that they may not always be 

able to check for notes in children’s book bags each day.  

However, we would like to reassure parents that these ‘standard’ texts are used in 

the case of MINOR injuries only.  Should anything more serious happen to a child in 

school we will of course contact you by phone.  If you do receive a text, and would 

like any more information about the minor incident then please do ask the class 

teacher at the end of the day. 

No newsletter on 22nd June 

Due to the “Fathers’ Friday” lunch and Sports Day on the afternoon of Friday, 22nd 

June, that day will be particularly busy and exciting.  We will therefore not be able to 

publish a newsletter that week but will catch you up with all the school news on 

Friday, 29th June.  Any urgent updates will be sent via email. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/


New school caterers Edwards and Ward 

 

You can see above that a newly-selected ‘Food Council’ were in action this week.  

These Year 5 children who regularly have school meals were busy on Wednesday as 

they carefully helped to choose the new menu for school meals from September. 

This change has come about because the local authority is no longer providing a 

meals service to schools from the new academic year.  Rest assured that Mrs Cook 

will still be cooking the meals, and that the price of meals is unchanged.  However, 

after a long tendering process we have chosen Edwards and Ward as our new 

meals provider. 

They already successfully supply Chew Stoke School, which Mr Barton and Mrs Cook 

visited, and we have been very impressed with the offer.  It was great to see that 

they were so keen to get the children involved in choosing the menu, and this was 

part of the reason that we chose them.  They also offer a range of themed days for 

special events, competitions and curriculum links.  Watch this space for more 

information about the 3-choice menu as we approach the autumn term. 

 

Sport this week 

On Thursday, Mr Miller and Mrs Bevan took a 

team of 10 cricketers from Kingfisher to take 

part in a tournament at the Sulis Club in Bath.  

They played very well and were successful in 

reaching the quarter-finals, winning two and 

losing two matches. 

We were by far the smallest school and they 

were congratulated on multiple occasions on 

their bowling attributes in particular. They should 

be incredibly proud of themselves! 

  

http://edwardsandward.co.uk/


COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

REX THE KING by Wassail Theatre Company 
Friday 15 June 2018, the Old School Rooms, Chew Magna, 7.30pm 
This is a night out for parents (or at least the over-14s…) that’s witty, uplifting, and ludicrously tragic. 
“A blind man walks into a village pub... and tells anyone who’ll listen that he was once the king of 
darts.” Expect an evening with flying arrows and a portable darts board, blood and sweat, tears and 
beers, and plenty of songs.  
Presented by Valley Arts, from the group who brought us the dramatic flood story “Reclaimed”.  
Tickets £10 (plus cash bar). Our shows usually sell out, so don’t leave it too late to book online via 
Eventbrite (just search for Eventbrite Valley Arts…) 
 
LINK TO https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/valley-arts-presents-rex-the-king-from-wassail-
theatre-company-tickets-45691475433 
 
 

Family Pick & Cook 

Sat 16th June, 10am-12.30pm or 1.30pm-4pm 

Earthwise and award winning chef Jo Ingleby join forces for another Family Pick & Cook day as part 

of this year's Bristol Food Connections Festival. We'll be picking crops fresh from the fields at The 

Community Farm (Chew Magna) and the kids will get hands on cooking up a seasonal vegetarian 

feast to share! Suitable for children aged 2+. Sibling discounts available. 

For more info and tickets please visit: getearthwise.co.uk 

 

Bath Strings Academy Summer Term Events 

We have our final workshops coming up for string players, which include music from The Greatest 

Showman on 10th June and Folk music on 24th June. And for parents looking for summer activities, 

we have our  3 day Summer Academy being held at Monkton Senior School from 29 – 31 August; 

guaranteed to build musical skills whilst having fun! 

 
 

 Joined by the Villiers String Quartet  
29th – 31st August • Monkton Combe Senior School, Bath  

Three days of inspirational music-making for string players of all ages and abilities, with 
two strands of participation:  
Main Strand: Grades 0 – 8+  

Chamber Music Strand: Grades 5 – 8+  

 
 

 Early Bird Discount  
£10 off until 15th May  

Mind. Body. Music.  
Go to www.bathstringsacademy.org for more details. 

 

http://getearthwise.co.uk/
http://www.bathstringsacademy.org/

