
Newsletter – 9th March 2018 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Beau and Clara 
 Star of the week in Otter is: Connie, Dylan, Lucy & Owen 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Amore and Cameron 
 Headteacher awards:  Clara, Fletcher and Max K 
 Best class attendance: Dragonfly 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to our three new pupils this week.  Connie 

and Dylan have now joined Year 3 and Connie’s brother Cameron is in Year 5.  

Welcome to all three, who have made a great start at Pensford. 

For the rest of my message this week, though, I am giving way to Nigel Chambers, our 

Chair of Governors, because he has some important news about Pensford’s future and 

status as an academy.  Please take some time to read his letter about this, which you 

can find by clicking its image below. 

 

I am very grateful to the governors for taking such a carefully considered decision on this 

and am very much looking forward to an even brighter future for Pensford. 

Enjoy your weekend, 

Mr Barton 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/NC_letter_to_parents_academisation_FEB_18_FINAL.pdf


World Book Day  

After last week’s snow delayed us, it was lovely to see the great effort that our 

families and children put in to celebrating reading on World Book Day.  The children 

looked fantastic in their costumes and the day brought to mind a very wide range of 

favourite books and authors. 

We would also like to announce 

that we will be spending some of 

the generous donation from Janet 

Gore’s family on enhancing our 

stock of non-fiction books to 

support our topics.  This fund will 

allow us to replenish and improve 

our topic-related books on an 

ongoing basis through the year 

and will support every child in this 

way.  Many thanks again to the 

family for their generosity. 

More books will also be coming our way thanks to your purchases at the Book Fair.  

Scholastic give us a percentage in book points and the teachers have ordered texts 

appropriate to the ages in each class. 

Online safety – an opportunity for parents 

A number of Chew Valley primaries are collaborating to provide an evening at Bishop 

Sutton School for parents.  This is to provide practical and up-to-date information about 

keeping children safe online.  It is being provided by the South West Grid for Learning.  

You will receive a letter about this by email, and you can also access the letter here.  We 

look forward to seeing Pensford parents there at the meeting in April. 

Football Goals – in the right place at last! 

Many thanks again to the PTA and to 

parents who contributed to the funding 

for the new football goals.  These are 

now in place in the playground and 

children have enjoyed using them this 

week. 

 

We cannot stress enough how vital the 

PTA group is to our school.  Parents who 

run its events contribute an enormous 

amount to the school and the funds 

raised really do enhance the 

experience for children.  Our playground development is taking time but we are very 

much looking forward to the difference it will make when complete.  In order to sustain 

the PTA, particularly after its current chair Lisa Cains steps down, we really do need 

parents to contribute whatever small amounts of time you might have to becoming 

members. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/180227_E-Safety_Parent_Evening.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please do contact Lisa through the school office to find out how you might be able to 

make a real difference and to learn more about what is actually needed. 

Sport this week 

Congratulations to both our ‘A’ and ‘B’ netball teams who took on Whitchurch this 

week.  Both teams played very well and demonstrated great ‘togetherness’ and 

‘respect’ throughout their matches.  While the ‘A’ team came back strongly in the final 

quarter, they lost their match 5-2.  The ‘B’ team played superbly, led throughout their 

game and held on to win 3-2.  We are very grateful to Mrs Rawlinson and Mrs Cox for 

their support and coaching.  

Mr Miller also took a tag rugby team to the B&NES tag rugby tournament, where we 

represented the small schools for the area. For many children it was their first game of 

tag rugby and they should all be incredibly proud of themselves as they improved by a 

huge amount game after game. 

Forest School 

Thank-you very much to Louise and Nick from Hidden Valley who have led the forest 

school sessions for Dragonfly and Otter this week.  Kingfisher parents – remember that 

your children have Forest School on Monday (Y5 in the morning and Y6 in the 

afternoon). 

    

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 

Easter Holiday: Farm & Forest Fun! 

Thurs 5th & Fri 6th April, 10am-3pm 

Two days of fun-filled outdoor fun - one at The Community Farm (Chew Magna) and another in a 

nearby forest. Expect crop harvesting, cob-oven cookery, pond-dipping, wildlife tracking, den 

building, woodland games, green wood-working and more. 

For more info please click here or visit getearthwise.co.uk 

Family Forage & Feast 

Sat 21st April 

Join Earthwise and expert forgager Martin Bailey for a Kids' Pick & Cook day on the WILD side! Two 

sessions available: 

10am-12.30pm: 2-7 year olds 

1.30pm-4pm: 8-16 year olds 
 
For more info please click here or visit getearthwise.co.uk 
 
 
The Bristol Family Cycling Centre in Hengrove offers a range of cycling activities, from 

learn to ride, family cycling and trailers and tots sessions to children’s cycle coaching and 

inclusive cycling for adults and children with physical disabilities and learning difficulties. We 

operate Monday to Saturday.   

Most of our sessions are drop in (no need to book) and we have a wide range of bikes and 

inclusive cycles to use. Our timetable and prices are on our website.  

We also offer bookable Bikeability courses and learn to ride sessions for older children.  

Our Easter holiday programme is attached. We are offering the following bookable 

sessions during the holidays:  

 March 26 (2-4pm) Level 1 Bikeability (bike handling skills for children aged 7-10 in 

our traffic-free space). £5 per child. 

 March 26 (9.30-1) and March 27 (10-1) Level 2 Bikeability (introduction to cycling 

confidently on roads for children aged 9+). £10 per child. 

 March 27 (2-3.30) Learn to ride for children 8+. £5 per child. 

 April 5 (9.30-1) and April 6 (10-1) Level 2 Bikeability (introduction to cycling 

confidently on roads for children aged 9+). £10 per child. 

 April 6 (1.30-3) Learn to ride for children 8+. £5 per child. 

To book a place for your child on one of these courses please email 

cyclingcentre@bristol.gov.uk with your child’s name, age, any medical conditions and an 

emergency contact number. Please also let us know if your child needs to use one of our 

bikes. We will confirm your place.  

Kind regards 

Bristol Family Cycling Centre 

http://www.getearthwise.co.uk/childrens-activities/calendar/2018/1/15/easter-holiday-farm-forest-fun-2-days
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