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We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Lilou and Seren 
 Star of the week in Otter is: Fletcher 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Edie and Finley 
 Headteacher awards: Beau, Jack B and Oakley 
 Best class attendance: Kingfisher 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

This week I met with our School Improvement Adviser, Tom Morrison.  Tom has been 

working with the school since just before I joined as head, and played a key part in 

helping to get the school back on track.  Working for the Local Authority and for 

Ofsted, he has a lot of experience of helping schools to develop. 

There is no doubt that many schools are facing a lot of challenges.  For example, 

right across the local authority the number of children with additional needs has 

been rising rapidly for some time.  Meanwhile, funding has decreased in real terms 

and the local authority is not able to provide as much support as it would like. 

Nevertheless, Tom was full of praise for our excellent results last summer and he 

made it clear that he is very confident in our staff team here.  He can see that we 

certainly have the capability to maintain good standards and take the school even 

further forward.  Our Chair of Governors, Nigel Chambers was there too to hear what 

Tom had to say and is well aware of all aspects of strategic schools development as 

they relate to Pensford.  I’m very grateful to him for the excellent support he and the 

governors give us. 

The children have been making great progress this week and several have been 

sent to me to show some excellent work.  They are working hard on our ‘ambition’ 

value and making some great steps forward.  For example, I know that children 

have moved on very well with phonics, with times tables and with handwriting as 

they set and achieve their individual goals. 

Our wider opportunities and off-site education have continued too.  Otter class also 

had a chance to visit Chew Valley School again for the netball festival.  This was a 

non-competitive event that the children enjoyed despite the cold weather!  A week 

ago, of course, the whole school went to the Tobacco Factory theatre for a truly 

excellent production of Beauty and the Beast.  The children have been following this 

up during the week in their English lessons and I’m grateful to Mr Miller for once 

again organising a very worthwhile trip. 

Enjoy the rest of the newsletter and have a very good weekend, 

Mr Barton 

  



Balanced healthy lunches to be celebrated next week 

You may remember that once each term we run a ‘healthy lunches week’.  

This is an optional event that helps to highlight the importance of a balanced 

diet.  Children can earn extra Dojo points if they choose to take part, either 

by ensuring that they eat all of their main course if they have a school dinner 

or by bringing a packed lunch that includes a healthy balance.  To count for 

the points, packed lunches should include at least 3 of the following items: 

 

It is even OK to bring one ‘treat’ alongside these items, such as a packet of 

crisps or a biscuit.   

Certificates will be awarded to children in each class who score the most 

points for their balanced meals, should they choose to take part. 

Kingfisher Class Assembly 

Another termly event is when we invite parents to one of our assemblies.  The 

autumn term gives an opportunity to invite our families to the Harvest 

celebration and then of course we had our Christmas nativity in December.  

This term it is Kingfisher class’s turn and they will be delivering their assembly 

on Friday, 2nd February 

Eco Team Top of the League Again! 

Our Eco Team have continued to meet weekly and earn points in the Energy 

Sparks competition.  You can follow their progress on their page of our 

website here.  We’re pleased that, for the moment, they are top of the 

schools’ league, having earned the most points so far for their activities, as 

you can see: 

 

You can still help the team by completing their 5-minute survey here.  

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Eco-Team/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DJZQTJN


COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 


