
Newsletter – 16th March 2018 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Freya and Roxanne 
 Star of the week in Otter is: Lucas & Sonny 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Charlie L & Peter 
 Headteacher awards:  Darsh, Connie & Cameron 
 Best class attendance: Dragonfly 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

I’m really looking forward to our Outdoor learning week to finish the term next week.  The 

teachers have planned activities across the five days in which the children will be taking 

their learning outdoors.  These are mostly in the afternoons, and you will have received a 

letter with the details of when the off-site activities are happening.  Please read this to 

help make sure that the children have the correct clothing.  At the moment it looks as if 

the weather will be dry, but cold, so please do send in hats and gloves to help the 

children make the most of enjoying their week. 

You may remember that the Outdoor Learning week is part of an authority-wide 

initiative.  We were very pleased to take part, not least because it fits so well with our 

ethos of engaging children in learning in an enjoyable and practical way.  We look 

forward to sending in our photos of the activities and perhaps having them displayed in 

areas such as the local libraries as an outcome of the project. 

I’d just like to remind everyone that term will end on Friday next week for the Easter 

holiday and we will be back at school for Term 5 on Monday, 9th April. 

Enjoy your weekend, 

Mr Barton 

Dragonfly Class Assembly (and goodbye to Miss Park) 

Just a reminder that Dragonfly class will present their class assembly next Thursday (22nd 

March).  All Dragonfly parents are welcome to come and hear about what they have 

been learning. 

As we announced two weeks ago, Miss Park will be leaving us at the end of the term.  

The assembly will give us an opportunity to say goodbye to her so any Otter of Kingfisher 

parents whose children have also worked with Miss Park are very welcome to attend 

too. 

 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2017-2018/Outdoor_Learning_Week_MAR_18.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/News/Letter_to_parents_2nd_March_2018.pdf


Forest School 

This week Years 5 and 6 had their opportunity to visit the Hidden Valley Forest School.  

As well as learning about different types of tree and how they are suited to different 

habitats, the children were all able to plant a tree in the woodland.  These foot-long 

saplings will no doubt grow over very many years and will be commemorated with a 

plaque to say that they were planted by the Pensford children. 

 

 

 

 

Parent Council 

The Parent Council met this week.  We are pleased to say that no new issues had been 

raised, but we discussed the outcomes of the issues raised at the last meeting.  All have 

been addressed, with the goal nets now being in the right place, the local authority 

having been written to about road safety and the issue with a puddle on the steps being 

solved. 

One other issue from the last meeting was about clarity over PE days when they need to 

change, and we do recognise that there have been a number of alterations recently 

due to us taking advantage of free sports coaching.  We do try to minimise disruption to 

parents while also providing high quality sports coaching when opportunities arise.  

Thank-you to parents for your co-operation and understanding and for the recognition 

given at the school council that teachers work hard to communicate the changes to 

parents. 

The final issue on the minutes from last time was an update on academisation and we 

now have further clarity on this, as you will have seen from the letter from Nigel 

Chambers. 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Parent_Council/Parents_Council_Term_3_2018.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/NC_letter_to_parents_academisation_FEB_18_FINAL.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/NC_letter_to_parents_academisation_FEB_18_FINAL.pdf


Sport this week 

On Wednesday, our netball ‘A’-team played against Chew Stoke.  It was an exciting 

match, with the lead changing hands throughout.  In the end, Chew Stoke scored the 

deciding goal and we lost 4-5.  Well done to the whole team though for their great 

performance and credit to Chloe and Millie who scored a goal each and to Gen who 

scored the other two.  Their next game will be on Wednesday – a home match against 

St Stephen’s in the knock-out competition.  Supporters welcome! 

Parent Pay information for Dragonfly parents 

Dragonfly parents may have noticed a balance against their KS1 children’s school meal 

balance on Parentpay even though their children’s meals are free in KS1.  This is due to 

the fact that BANES Catering charge the school £2.60 for a meal but Parentpay are only 

allowed to show that we receive £2.30 from the Government to reimburse us.  Therefore, 

every time a child in KS1 has a meal, the school have to subsidise that meal by 0.30p. 

This means that throughout the week you may notice that there is a balance on your KS1 

child’s school meals account on Parentpay.  Unfortunately, this is not something that 

Parentpay will address as it is unusual for a local authority to charge more than the 

amount that is reimbursed by the Government.  Can we ask that you ignore any 

balances on your KS1 child’s school meals account as any amounts owing are removed 

every Friday.  For your information, the school are currently looking at other catering 

providers which a view to securing a lower cost for each school meal. 

Request From The School Office 

It’s that time of year again when the school has to close down its accounts for the 

year.  Can we kindly ask that all parents log on to Parentpay to settle any 

outstanding accounts ready for the closedown on 31 March. 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 

We are proud to say that two of our Year 6 pupils, Gen and Lilly, 

will be performing in the show advertised below. If you do want 

tickets for the Monday or Tuesday show then quote the school as 

a reference.  This will get you the concession price. 

 


