
Newsletter – 13
th

 July 2018 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are:  Anna, Bonnie and Jess 
 Star of the week in Otter is: Colby 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Daisy and Ellis 
 Headteacher awards: Freya, Alfie B, Edie 
 Best class attendance: Otter 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

As we reach the end of the school year, I hope all our parents and families are 

looking forward to the school holiday period and that you will be able to enjoy a 

little more time with your children. 

It has been another successful year for the school, as our end of year results show.  

I’ve put a summary of the end of key stage results up on our website.  While I 

recognise that a page of figures isn’t particularly interesting reading for all, the green 

shading shows all the areas in which pupils at Pensford have outperformed the 

national average.  If you do take a look, you’ll see that there is almost a clean 

sweep of these.   A more comprehensive explanation of the results will go up on our 

website in the autumn. 

As a discussion at lunchtime in the staff room highlighted this week, though, we do 

firmly believe that good results are only a part of the type of success we are striving 

for.  It was so good to sit back and enjoy the performance that Kingfisher put on at 

the Memorial Hall this week in their show, ‘Olivia’ for example.  As I said on Tuesday 

evening, the class have made us proud in so many different ways this year from their 

friendship towards others to their sporting achievements.  So the drama and music 

we saw on Tuesday was just another example of their achievement.  As we say a 

sad goodbye to our Year 6 cohort next week, the next group of children are 

certainly ready to step up. 

I have been busy reading the children’s individual reports too, and it has been a 

pleasure to be reminded about each child’s progress.  The reports are coming home 

today and I’m sure you will enjoy reading about your child’s achievements and 

progress.  If you do have anything you would like to discuss with your child’s teacher 

then please do drop in on Tuesday after school, when we are holding an open 

parents’ evening for this purpose.  There is no need to book an appointment, but if 

Tuesday isn’t convenient and you do have something you would like to raise then 

please get in touch to arrange an alternative time. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Results_Summary_Provisional.pdf


This will be my last message of the school year and I would like to finish off by asking 

for your help.  I would really appreciate parents’ and carers’ feedback on how well 

we have managed to support your child’s education, so that we can improve things 

further next year.  For this, I have prepared a survey that should take no longer than 

4 minutes to complete.  Please can you take the time to complete the survey, which 

you can find here.  If you have more than one child at the school, there is no need 

to complete the survey twice, although you are welcome to do this if your children 

have had different experiences and feel that two or more responses would be 

better. 

So with many thanks to all our parents, carers and families who have given such 

great support to the children’s education, I wish you all a very happy summer 

holiday.  Term ends next Friday, 20th July and the children return to school on 

Tuesday, 4th September. 

Mr Barton 

PTA End of Term Party 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y9GNYR6


And more good news from the PTA… 

The PTA had a meeting with the Rising Sun last night and Jo and Mike have very 

kindly offered to ‘ticket’ this year’s Regatta at the Sun which will be held on Sunday 

26th August from 2pm until 9pm. All ticket profits will be donated to the PTA! 

 

Wrist bands can be purchased from the Rising Sun at £3 before the event, or £5 on 

the day for adults. Admission for all children is free. 

 

There will be the usual duck and boat races, plus additional kids’ activities in the car 

park area which will be closed off to vehicles this year. This should be a lot of fun so 

please support the event and the school if you can. 

 

Summer Reading Challenge – a message from the Library 

With just a week to go before the Summer Reading Challenge starts, I thought it 

might be a good time to remind you that we will be running supporting activities in 

libraries. Activities include making sock puppets, bath bombs and slime! Details of 

these events and others can be found on the following link and most are free (with 

the exception of the Lego Robots) http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/libraries-

and-archives/library-events-and-activities/childrens-events-and-activities/summer 

 

The following site shows more resources available and links to the Summer Reading 

Challenge site where children can create their own profiles, play games and enter 

competitions https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/2725/  

It is free to take part in the Summer Reading Challenge and children need to be 

library members (again free, and easy to join). To complete the Challenge children 

need to borrow (from a public library) and read at least 6 books which can be 

fiction, non-fiction, graphic novels and even audio books count. 

Rowan Tanner, Library Service 

And this year you can even raise money for charity and the school by taking part… 

Mr Miller has signed us up to take part in a sponsored read with 

www.readforgood.org .  Children came home with sponsor forms for this yesterday.  

Why not get sponsored to read each of the six books for the reading challenge and 

therefore take part in both reading events over the summer? 

 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/library-events-and-activities/childrens-events-and-activities/summer
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/library-events-and-activities/childrens-events-and-activities/summer
https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/2725/
http://www.readforgood.org/


Sport This Week 

Firstly, here is an update from Mr Miller on the Quad Kids West of England Final last 

week: 

Some of you may have read that last week our Quad Kids Athletics 

team competed in a West of England athletics competition (the first 

time in Pensford's history). Qualifying for this event was a huge 

achievement for the school, but this week we received the individual 

results from the event where we have to congratulate three children 

in particular. John, Devon and Peter finished 6th, 10th and 11th 

respectively out of all the boys competing in the small schools 

league.  This is a huge achievement from these three boys and 

should be incredibly proud of themselves. They certainly have made 

the school proud. 

Also, Kingfisher had yet more success this week when they took part in a rounders 

competition at Chew Valley School.  We took three teams along and each had 

success.  Despite narrowly losing the two matches that they played, the C-team 

scored enough rounders to be placed 3rd out of 7 in their division.  Having won all but 

one of their matches, the Pensford B-team won that division.  Our A-team came 

second in the top division too.  Well done to all the children, who have all shown 

great progress in their learning of this sport this term. 

More Sporting Success! 

Last year, all the sports development at the school was recognised through the 

School Games Silver Award.  This celebrates the wide range of sports taught at the 

school, the opportunities for sport provided through clubs, the opportunities for 

competitive sport against other schools and the inclusivity of the approach to sport 

at the school.  These elements have been taken a notch further this year, so much 

so that we have now been awarded the School Games Gold Award. 

  

We are very grateful to Mr Miller, who has co-ordinated all the sport this year.  He has 

been very well supported by the staff, notably by Mrs Rawlinson’s netball club.  We 

are also very grateful for all the support we have had from parents, who have 

helped with transport to and from events and supporting the range of after school 

clubs by getting your children involved.  Mrs Cox has made an exceptional 

contribution to the netball too, and we are looking forward to tonight’s staff v 

parents netball match! 



Tennis coaching on Monday 

We have had an offer from Bishop Sutton Tennis Club of a free half-hour tennis 

coaching session for all classes, and will be taking this up on Monday.  Please could 

all children come to school in their PE kits for this.  Thank-you. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Bristol Family Cycling Centre 
Bamfield, Bristol BS14 0FE 

 
t: 01275 832800 

e: cyclingcentre@bristol.gov.uk 
w:betterbybike.info/familycyclingcente 

         

@BFCyclingCentre 

facebook.com/familycyclingcentre 

 

July 10 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

The Bristol Family Cycling Centre in Hengrove offers a range of cycling activities, from learn 

to ride, family cycling and trailers and tots sessions to children’s cycle coaching and inclusive 

cycling for adults and children with physical disabilities and learning difficulties. We operate 

Monday to Saturday on our traffic-free track.  

Most of our sessions are drop in (no need to book) and we have a wide range of bikes and 

inclusive cycles to use. Our timetable, prices and FAQs are on our website with more 

information on our Facebook page.  

Our summer holiday timetable is attached.  

I am also attaching a flyer for our Festival of Inclusive Cycling on Wednesday afternoon, 

August 1. This is a free event for disabled people and people with learning difficulties and 

their families, friends and carers. Health and social care professionals are also welcome to 

attend.  

 

Kind regards 

Bristol Family Cycling Centre  

mailto:cyclingcentre@bristol.gov.uk
http://www.betterbybike.info/familycyclingcentre
https://twitter.com/BFCyclingCentre
https://www.facebook.com/familycyclingcentre/
http://www.betterbybike.info/familycyclingcentre
https://www.facebook.com/familycyclingcentre
https://twitter.com/BFCyclingCentre
https://www.facebook.com/familycyclingcentre/?fref=ts


Bristol Family Cycling Centre: summer holiday timetable 

 

 

More details about session types and FAQs are on our website.  

Please note we are closed on August Bank holiday Monday.  

We are also closed to the general public on the afternoon of August 1. This is because we 

are hosting a festival of inclusive cycling (see attached flyer).  

 



 

  



Learn Tennis this summer at your local, social club! 

Pensford tennis club will be running holiday camps in the afternoons over the summer 
holidays.  

Structure: 

The camps will consist of games based coaching with a big emphasis on fun and learning 
technical and tactical elements of tennis. Each day will focus on a different element/ stroke 
of tennis with a fun tournament at the end of the week. Players will be split according to 

age and ability to aid progression and keep it fun. 

When: 
The camps will run over the following weeks: 
Week 1: 23rd-27th July 3-5pm 
Week 2: 30th-3rd August 3-5pm 
Week 4: 13-17th August 3-5pm.  
Cost: 
£10/day (2hours/day) 
OR 
£45 for the whole week.  
Member and sibling discounts are available.  

Book now via the website to secure your child's 
place: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/PensfordTennisClubBaNES/Coachi

ng/HolidayCamps 

 

LIFESKILLS SUMMER CHALLENGE 

Can you get a balloon from A to B without letting it touch your body? Can you draw a realistic self-

portrait while blindfolded? Get crafty, creative and competitive in the Lifeskills Summer Challenge. 

Take part in fun challenges inspired by ‘Task Master’ and ‘The Button’. When? 13th and 23rd August, 

10am – 12pm. Where? Lifeskills, The Create Centre, Smeaton Road, Bristol, BS1 6XN. Entry is £2. 

Most suitable for 7-11 year olds but all ages welcome. Contact johanna@lifeskills-bristol.org.uk or 

call 0117 922 4511 for more information. 

 

LIFESKILLS DOORS OPEN DAY 

Come along to the Lifeskills Centre this September for a fun, family-friendly day out. We will have 

stalls from the fire service, the RNLI, Network Rail and more. There will be games, crafts and other 

activities including a puppet show. When? Saturday 15th September, 10am – 4pm (last entry 

3.30pm). Where? Lifeskills, The Create Centre, Smeaton Road, Bristol, BS1 6XN. Free entry. Suitable 

for all ages. Contact johanna@lifeskills-bristol.org.uk or call 0117 922 4511 for more information. 

 

 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/PensfordTennisClubBaNES/Coaching/HolidayCamps
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/PensfordTennisClubBaNES/Coaching/HolidayCamps
mailto:johanna@lifeskills-bristol.org.uk
mailto:johanna@lifeskills-bristol.org.uk

