
Newsletter – 7
th

 December 2018 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are:  Henry A and Lexon 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly : Oscar and Roxanne 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Charlotte and Lucas 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Harry and Jack 
 Headteacher awards: Matthew, Jack, Macie and Lucy 
 Best class attendance: Duckling – 100%! 

Please click the class names to visit the class webpages. 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

It’s that time of year when Christmas is in sight and the hall has regularly been filled 

with the sound of singing as we prepare for the Nativity at the end of term.  This 

week I had also invited Rev Denise Calverley to join the teachers in their RE lessons, 

comparing the Bible story of the Nativity with our rather more modern version called 

‘It’s a Party’!  I was fortunate enough to join Otter class for this and was very 

impressed with the questions they came up with and the critical thinking they 

showed as they compared the two different versions of the story and tried to unpick 

fact, fiction and belief. 

Also I wanted to update you on a staff change to take place in January.  You might 

remember me letting you know last week that we will have a new member of staff 

joining us, as Miss Murphy moves on to take up a full time teaching role.  I’m very 

pleased to be able to let you know that Miss Ginny Young will be our new Higher 

Level Teaching Assistant.  Ginny is also in fact a qualified teacher, and will be 

covering each class every week while the teachers have their ‘PPA Time’ – the time 

to spend on planning, preparation and assessment.  We are looking forward to 

welcoming Miss Young to the school in January. 

Meanwhile the deadline for applications for our new teaching assistant role is next 

Thursday.  If you know anyone who is suitably qualified and enthusiastic about 

supporting children with their learning, they can find the advert by typing ‘Pensford’ 

into the key words box here. 

Another development for the school in January will be that our application to join 

the Bath and Mendip Partnership Trust will be heard at the South West Headteacher 

Board meeting on the 21st.  It has been a pleasure to work with the Trust as we move 

towards joining them.  Hopefully the application will be approved this first time 

around but whatever the result I will let you know the next steps for our school. 

I look forward to seeing lots of you at the Christmas Fair on Wednesday and at the 

Nativity the following week.  The majority of the games at the Christmas Fair will be 

20 p a go so it would be great if you could send your children to school with some 

coins on Wednesday.  I hope you have a good weekend, too. 

 

Mr Barton 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://jobs.bathnes.gov.uk/


Upcoming Events – links take you to the relevant letter 

Next week, beginning 10th December 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Xmas Fair – see 

details in last 

week’s 

newsletter 

  

 

The following week, beginning 17th December 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Nativity 

performances 

in Publow 

church, 2pm & 

6pm. 

Christmas 

Jumper Day 

(no money 

required) 

 

Christmas 

Lunch (pre-

orders only) 

Term Ends at 

3:20pm 

 

Term 3 begins 

on Tuesday, 8th 

January 

 

Attendance 

We just wanted to let you know how attendance rate has been rising steadily over 

the last three years.  We recognise that there are absences that parents and carers 

can do absolutely nothing about. Nevertheless, we are very grateful to all our  

 

families who give great priority to the children’s education, ensuring that they attend 

school each day they possibly can.  This has had the positive result that our 

attendance has risen from below 96% in 2016 to 96.7% last year.  It is currently even 

better, at 97.1%.  High attendance rates are associated with high achievement so 

thank-you for the part you have played in this for the children’s benefit. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Newsletter_1819_Term2/Week_4_30_November_2018.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Newsletter_1819_Term2/Week_4_30_November_2018.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Newsletter_1819_Term2/Week_4_30_November_2018.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Christmas_Lunch_Letter_2018.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Christmas_Lunch_Letter_2018.pdf

