
Newsletter – 29
th

 March 2019 
We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are:  Dylan and Matthew 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Josh and Liam 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Arthur and Oscar M 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Alfie and Rory 
 Headteacher awards: Connie (Duckling), Clara, Connie (Otter), Owen  
 Best class attendance: Kingfisher 

Please click the class names to visit the class webpages. 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

Firstly I’d like to welcome our newest child to the school.  We now have two Oscars 

in Otter and it’s been lovely to welcome a new Year 3 pupil.  Our new Oscar has 

particularly enjoyed Science, so it’s been a good week for him to start at Pensford… 

 

It’s been Science Week this week and this 

has been really noticeable across the 

school, with children engaging in a variety 

of experiments.  As 2019 is the 50th year 

since the first lunar landings, we have 

focused on the topic of space.  One thing 

that particularly impressed me, though, was 

the children’s enthusiasm for science as a 

whole.  This was best shown through an 

impromptu Science Fair organised by 

Cameron in Year 6. 

Cameron asked to make an 

announcement about this in assembly on 

Monday morning, when he invited other children to take part.  They needed to plan, 

carry out and record an experiment on any theme they chose and to bring what 

they had done to the hall on Wednesday at breaktime.  While I was impressed with 

this ambition, I have to admit to being a little worried.  I was concerned that with 

such a very short timescale and the need for children to be very proactive incoming 

up with an idea and resources, no-one would be able to attend the science fair.  I 

was even more sceptical about the fair’s success when one child, Preston, told me 

his idea was to make rocket boosters for his scooter.  I advised that something more 

realistic would be better. 

So when breaktime on Wednesday came round, I was absolutely delighted to be 

proved completely wrong!  Not only was there a variety of experiments on show – all 

done in children’s own time and with their own resources, but Preston came proudly 

over to me to show me a photo.  He and Maisie had remembered an experiment 

using mints and cola that created a powerful stream of carbon dioxide.  Strapping 

two large bottles to Preston’s scooter they had successfully propelled it forwards! 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/


 

I have learned my lesson and have been reminded again that there is no limit to the 

enthusiasm and ingenuity of some of our pupils! 

 

The winning Science Fair entry 



 

Can you taste without smelling?! 

 

Ducklings explored the universe with story-teller Cassandra Wye! 

While we have been busily engaged with science, the rest 

of the week has been packed with other events too.  It was 

brilliant to see so many of you at our Mother’s Day lunch on 

Wednesday.  This was the first time we have needed two 

separate sittings and my thanks go to Mrs Cook, Mrs 

Mateer, Mrs James and Mrs Tidcombe for helping things to 

go smoothly.  The next culinary date for your diary is the 

Father’s Day lunch, which we hold again on Sports Day.  This 

year that will be on Friday, 14th June. 

 

 

 



As well as the re-scheduled forest school sessions for Kingfisher and Otter, another 

event this week was the Year 5 maths challenge on Thursday.  I had the great 

pleasure of taking Theo, Lucy, Loris and Tilda to this and once again our Pensford 

team did very well.   A very strong team from Kingswood Prep school were some 

way ahead in first, but Lucy and Theo were part of a ‘chasing pack’ of 4 schools 

separated from each other by single points.  Placed narrowly fifth, then, Lucy and 

Theo’s score combined with Tilda and Loris’s put our Pensford team 6th overall 

among the best Year 5 mathematicians from 14 different schools.  I was very proud 

of the team’s effort, concentration and impeccable behaviour. 

Today I have also started a running club as we approach the Pensford Fun Run on 

Sunday, 29th April.  This is open to all pupils and takes place at lunchtime.  They just 

need to wear PE Kit including trainers. 

Following on from science week, our last week of term will be ‘arts week’ so I am 

looking forward to seeing the children’s creative work in the run up to the Easter 

break. 

Have a good weekend 

Mr Barton 

Upcoming Events – links take you to the relevant letter 

Next week, beginning 1 April (Ar s week) t

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Easter Lunch 

(no need to 

pre-book) 

Staff v Parents 

netball match 

Last day of 

Term 4.  We 

return to 

school on 

Tuesday, 23rd 

April. 

The first week of term 5, beginning Tuesday 23 April 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Easter Monday 

– School 

closed except 

for the Easter 

Egg Hunt 

11am-1pm. 

 

(Mrs Britton will 

be away on 

jury service) 

 

First day of 

Term 5 

 

Netball club 

begins 

Tennis club 

begins 

All Saints 

Breakfast Club 

(celebrating St 

George’s Day) 

 

 

 

 

 

NO Create 

Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yoga club due 

to begin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNdamental 

sports club 

begins 

Music club 

begins 

Click here to see the clubs letter for Terms 5 & 6 

PTA Easter Egg – 22 April 2019 

Here is your last reminder that a raffle and Easter Egg Hunt will take place at the 

school on the last day of the holiday, Monday 22 April, from 11 am to 1 pm.  Tickets 

are currently on sale through Jess Cox in the playground after school and will cost 

£2.00 per child. 

 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/easter_menu_change__2019__2_.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/AFTER_SCHOOL_CLUBS/After_School_Clubs_for_terms_5_and_6_in_2019/TERM_5___6.pdf


Easter Lunch – Wednesday 3rd  April 

Mrs Cook will be cooking a special Easter dinner on Wednesday 3 April: 

Roast Turkey with stuffing, gravy & roast potatoes 

Or 

Roasted Vegetable Quiche with roast potatoes 

Or 

Jacket potato topped with cheese, onion & mayo 

Served with 

Sliced carrots & super greens 

Dessert 

Easter chocolate bunny brownie topped with chocolate icing 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Enjoyable Family Mothering Sunday Service at Publow Church 
 

Sunday 31 March 2019 
 

From 9.30am 
 

All Saints Church, Publow 

 

CHEW VALLEY ARTS HAVE TWO SHOWS ON OFFER 

Improv comedy night with Instant Wit 
Date: Friday 29 March 2019, 7.30pm. 

Venue: Bishop Sutton Village Hall, Orchard Close, Bishop Sutton BS39 5XJ 
Tickets: £12 available from Eventbrite  

Last month this gig was cancelled due to snow. We're pleased to say it has now been 
rescheduled for next Friday, 29 March. 

Instant Wit promise a fast paced night of ‘improv’ comedy sketches, songs, games and hilarity – 
and it’s all based entirely on audience suggestions. Not unlike 'Whose Line is it Anyway' it is 

sure to be a huge amount of fun. 
 

Doors at 7pm with the show starting at 7.30 or thereabouts. Free parking. Cash bar. Raffle 
prizes. Click here to book your tickets now! 

AND 

DragonBird Theatre's 

"Chef Gerkin and his Magic Mixing Machine" 

Date: Friday 29 March 2019, 10am & 11.15am 

Venue: Church Hall, Silver Street, Chew Magna BS40 8RJ 

Tickets: £5 (plus booking fee), under 1s free. Available from Eventbrite. 

A French chef and his magic mixing machine - a culinary match made in Heaven. But what 

delectable delight will he create when he is visited by the fussiest of eaters... Princess 

Pompusknickers! 

This is DragonBird Theatre's fourth visit to the Chew Valley, and every time has been magical. 

We hope that you can join us for another of their theatrical delights for the under 5's. Click here 

to book your tickets now! 

 

https://valleyartscentre.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dfecc5dd885909ae31eca47ac&id=07f94c1f1c&e=5e49931856
https://valleyartscentre.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dfecc5dd885909ae31eca47ac&id=53199f60ca&e=5e49931856
https://valleyartscentre.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dfecc5dd885909ae31eca47ac&id=79b05be918&e=5e49931856
https://valleyartscentre.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dfecc5dd885909ae31eca47ac&id=b5be8b94d6&e=5e49931856
https://valleyartscentre.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dfecc5dd885909ae31eca47ac&id=b5be8b94d6&e=5e49931856


 

BATH STRINGS ACADEMY – APRIL AND MAY WORKSHOPS 

On Sunday 28th April we have our Strange Creatures workshop in which will explore music from the animal 

kingdom including Saint-Saens ‘The Carnival of the Animals’.  The workshop is suitable for string players from 

complete beginners to Grade 6 and players can attend a full or half day. 

On Sunday 12th May we are once again putting on our Intergenerational Community Orchestral Workshop 

using BBC Ten Pieces and this year is going to be even more AMAZING than last! Orchestral instrumentalists 

of all ages and standards are invited to join us, as our star conductor Patrick Bailey from the Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra, leads us on a trajectory through Holst’s ‘The Planets’.  

Who is the workshop suitable for? 

The workshop is open to orchestral instrumentalists of all ages. 

Strings and Percussion players from beginners to advanced players. Woodwind and Brass players need to be 

of Grade 2 standard or above.  

Family tickets are available and children are encouraged to bring their parents along to join in!  

Bath Strings Academy www.bathstringsacademy.org  

http://www.bathstringsacademy.org/

