
Newsletter – 17
th

 May 2019 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are:  Connie and Henry C 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly :   Josh and Tyler 
 Stars of the week in Otter are:  Alfie and Bella 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are:  All of Year 6! 
 Headteacher awards: Rose, Clara, Maisie, Theo 
 Best class attendance: Otter 

Please click the class names to visit the class webpages. 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

While Year 6 have been working exceptionally hard on their tests this week, the teachers have 

been busy too.  Over the course of the rest of this academic year, we are reviewing the 

curriculum we teach at Pensford.  All being well with the legal process, we will be an academy 

after the half term holiday.  This will give us some extra freedom when it comes to the design of 

our topics and learning.  So it is a great time for us to be looking again at what we teach the 

children and the emphasis we put on different areas of the curriculum. 

There’s a reminder in the pictures below and overleaf that we engage with lots of types of 

learning already at Pensford.  But this week we’ve been asking ourselves, “How could our 

teaching be even better at preparing the children for the future?” 

   

 

Very much in line with our ‘Happiness first’ philosophy, we are keen to put children’s personal 

and social development right at the forefront of our teaching and learning.  We also want to 

promote positive and effective use of technology in order to help prepare the children for their 

futures.  In our staff meeting this week, the teachers and I began to put together a structure 

that really builds this learning and development for the children over their seven primary school 

years.  The aim is clear: to enable our children to leave primary school as engaged, confident 

learners; we want them to look back on a wealth of positive experience and look forward to 

using all of their academic and social skills to great effect when they move on. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/


 
 

 

 

 

I would also very much welcome your thoughts what you see as the most important elements of 

a good education.  Whether you are reading this as a parent, staff member, governor, local 

employer or any other member of our community, you can contribute your ideas about this 

here.  It should take less than 5 minutes to do and could help shape the learning at our school 

over the coming years. 

So as I mentioned at the beginning, it has been a week in which Year 6 have worked very hard 

to demonstrate their ‘personal best’ standard when it comes to their core academic skills.  I 

have been very proud of them as I have watched them doing their tests.  I am sure that they, 

and the Y5’s joining them, are looking forward to a very different type of experience next week 

as they travel to the superbly-named Barton Hall in Torquay! 

I hope that you all have a great weekend and that Kingfisher parents have a relatively quiet 

week ahead! 

Mr Barton 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J8QC8BL


Upcoming Events – links take you to the relevant letter 

Next week, beginning 20th May  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Kingfisher will be away on their residential camp.  Have fun! 

‘Come and Play’ 

session in 

Duckling 

‘Come and Play’ 

session in 

Duckling 

 

Otter class 

assembly (see 

below) 

Last day of Term 

5 (Back on 

Monday 3rd 

June) 

After half term… 

Monday 3rd June Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

First day of Term 

 

Kingfisher 

swimming 

 

   

Parent Council 

meeting 

 

Forest School for 

Duckling (am) 

and for Otter 

(pm) 

 

Otter class assembly – and a chance to say goodbye to Mrs Cook 

Here is a reminder that  the Otter assembly will take place shortly after 9am this 

Thursday, 23rd May.  As this will also be Lisa Cook’s last day in school, we would like to 

invite ALL parents to the assembly to say goodbye.  Even though most of Kingfisher class 

will be away on camp, this is our best opportunity to get people together on Lisa’s last 

day. 

Community News 

On Tuesday 28th May 2019, Temple Street Canteen are offering a Free Child’s lunch (all day) free. 

“Parents just need to ask for a free kids meal at the counter, no questions asked, no other purchase 

necessary. Thanks to a generous donation from Keynsham Lions they are also able to offer free meals to 

parents or guardians too if requested.” 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1091211254550579/?ti=icl 

 

  

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Swimming_Letter_Years_5-6_Term_6_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Swimming_Letter_Years_5-6_Term_6_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Letters_2019/FOREST_SCHOOL_Duckling_June_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Letters_2019/FOREST_SCHOOL_Otter_June_2019.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/events/1091211254550579/?ti=icl

