
Newsletter – 20th September 2019 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Dragonfly : Eli and Molly 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Bonnie and Jacoby 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Oscar and Owen 
 Headteacher awards: Evelyn, Poppy, Jacoby, Dylan F 

Please click the class names to visit their webpages. 
 Best attendance: Duckling 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

What a lovely sunny week we have had! It has been lovely to see the children 

enjoying their learning outdoors, not only during PE but taking their maths and English 

outside too at times.  As you may be aware, we are developing our curriculum 

significantly this year, giving it greater coherence and a strong foundation in terms 

of the principles we adhere to when choosing what to teach the children. 

Much of the curriculum is dictated at a national level.  After all, the children must 

leave primary school with a certain level of specific knowledge and skill in reading, 

writing and maths.  We also largely adhere to the national curriculum for other 

subjects, but have some freedom to deviate from it a little now that we are an 

academy school. 

The teachers and I have developed what we call the ‘Four Pillars’ of the Pensford 

curriculum and now that the term is well under way, I would like to share them with 

you. 

To those who are very familiar with 

our ‘Happiness First’ approach as 

demonstrated through our school 

values, it will come as little surprise 

that the first Pillar of our curriculum 

is Personal and Social 

Development.  Learning together, 

in groups, alongside each other 

and through play and practical 

work is something all our teachers 

are keen to emphasise in their 

lessons.  This strand cuts across the 

whole curriculum and we continue 

to highlight children’s developing               

In Kingfisher they are starting to display the Four Pillars  personal skills as they learn.  Later in 

the year we will be consulting you as parents about our teaching of Relationships 

Education, which will become statutory in schools in 2020. 

For our second Pillar we have chosen Oracy and Literacy.  Yes, this includes our 

teaching of English, but goes beyond that by emphasising spoken language, 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/


including the regular teaching of modern foreign languages throughout the school.  

Well-developed speaking and listening skills, and an ever-widening vocabulary, give 

children an incredibly helpful set of abilities to aid their wider learning. 

Our third pillar is 

Problem Solving and 

Reasoning.  Much of 

this comes through our 

mathematics teaching 

of course, but we also 

take the concept 

further.  We want to 

help the children at 

Pensford to develop 

critical thinking skills, 

and to solve real-world 

and practical 

problems as well as 

those theoretical ones 

you may remember 

from maths text books.  

I have even started 

teaching philosophy 

once a week to Otter 

and Kingfisher as part 

of this approach. 

Kingfisher took advantage of the sunshine to have their philosophy 

lesson outside this week.  They discussed how a community’s harvest 

‘should’ be shared. 

 

Finally, we have made the Safe and Effective Use of Technology our fourth Pillar.  In 

today’s world we believe that it is vital for children to have the skills, knowledge and 

attitudes towards technology that will help them in both their personal and working 

lives.  So we will be teaching practical skills alongside e-safety, rescuing some of the 

‘forgotten’ skills among young people such as typing and creating presentations, 

while helping them navigate the touch-screen universe with confidence. 

I hope that your child has been enjoying their learning so far this year and that they 

are happy in school.  We have a Parent Council meeting on Friday, so if you have 

any comments or questions about any of this, or any other aspect of school, please 

do raise it with the representatives.  As well as Jo Barnes, our parent governor, these 

are: 

Kingfisher – Karen Mitchell (mother of Lucas and Beau) 

Otter – Sally Jenkins (mother of Bonnie) 

Dragonfly – Jenny Button (mother of Molly) 

Duckling – We have a vacancy!  Please contact the office if you are interested, 

and/or would like to come along to the first meeting on Friday 27th at 9am. 

Meanwhile I hope the sunshine continues and that you have a very good weekend. 

Mr Barton  



 

Upcoming Events – links take you to the relevant letter 

Next week, beginning 23rd September  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Kingfisher 

swimming 
Schools Direct 
PGCE Students 

starting in 
Dragonfly and 

Kingfisher 

Mr Miller will be 

back! 

Kingfisher tag 

rugby 

tournament 

  

 

The following week, beginning 30th September 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Kingfisher 

swimming 

 

 

  

Census Day 

Lunch – Burger 

Bar.  Enjoy  

 

 

Dates for your diary – Harvest Festival and Christmas Performances 

With the number of meals on Census Day impacting on our school funding for the 

following year, we are keen to get these numbers as high as possible on Thursday, 3rd 

October!  We have a special ‘Burger-Bar’ menu that day.  There is no need to order 

in advance, but please do encourage your child to have a school meal on the 

Thursday if they would like to try a burger. 

We will also be running an incentive across the week, with collectable Lego cards 

being given to each child having a meal from Monday, 30th September. 

Dates for your diary – Harvest Festival and Christmas Performances 

In case you missed this last week, we have set some dates for these events, as 

follows: 
 

Harvest assembly will be held twice, on Monday 21st October at 2:30pm and on 

Tuesday 22nd October at 9am.  All parents are invited to come to either 

performance. 
 

We will also be performing two Christmas shows in All Saints Church, Publow.  These 

will be on Wednesday, 18th December at 2pm and 6pm. 

Community News 

The toy shop “The Entertainer” is currently running “The Big Toy Rehoming” for the 

Salvation Army.  Any used toys donated will go to children who, for a variety of 

reasons, might not have the opportunity to play with so many wonderful toys.  All 

you need to do is take your toys into an “Entertainer” toy shop near you.  Toys don’t 

need the original packaging, but they do need a CE mark on them for safety. 
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