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Parent Council 

Agenda and Minutes 

31st January 2020 

Present: Sam Miller (Acting Head), Jo Barnes (parent governor), Kayleigh Sivier (Duckling) Jenny Button (Dragonfly), Sally 

Jenkins (Otter), Karen Mitchell (Kingfisher) 

Apologies: None 

Item Topic Discussion Actions 

1 
Matters from 

previous 
minutes: 

Refrigeration of packed lunches – PTA to fund some large 
cool boxes. 
 SM to be made aware of the plan to Transition meetings for 
parents  

SM to meet Emma Rehbein (head of PTA) to 
discuss matter asking PTA to fund some large 
cool boxes, especially for Kingfisher. 
SM to complete transition documents with 
explanation that parents can meet with him to 
discuss any further queries 

2 
Extra supplier 

of school 
uniform  

SM explained how he has been contacted by the Curtis 
clothing company asking if they can provide the full range of 
uniform to the school.  
SM showed the tested products (after having been washed 
and tumble-dried) 
SM showed the test version of the web shop that has been 
created. 
It was agreed that nothing was missing from web shop. 
 
 
 

SM to put on newsletter explaining alternative 
school uniform provider with link to web shop 
provided. 
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Item Topic Discussion Actions 

3 

Relationships 
and Sex 

Education 
 

SM explained to the parent council that all schools are 
required to consult parents on their Relationships and Sex 
Education policy during the course of this academic year.   
SM explained that he has been recommended two online 
resources (SCARF and Jigsaw). Because of SCARF providing a 
discount for smaller schools and costing £650 less (£350 in 
total). The SMiLE team have decided to use the SCARF 
(Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience, Friendship).  
SM showed how the lessons are all planned out with 
resources made, ready for any teacher to pick up and go.  

Once school have set up an account, SM will 
provide parent council with his log-in for them to 
look at the lessons being taught and the 
resources available to give any feedback to SM. 
A wider consultation with all parents will follow 
later in this academic year, including on our 
relationships education curriculum that will 
follow the statutory DfE guidance from 
September 2020.  
Aiming to carry this out in term 4 once parent 
council give feedback to SM (positive or 
negative). 

4 

 
Spellings 

 
 

KM explained that spellings in Kingfisher aren’t very 
consistent. Some saying they have some and others saying 
they don’t. The children saying they do have spellings have it 
written down on a piece of scrap paper- it makes them seem 
less important. Can they be written anywhere else? 

SM to speak to Kingfisher teachers about 
ensuring spellings are written down in their 
homework or spelling books to be taken home 
every week. 

5 

 
Pen licence 

 
 

Some children in Kingfisher (especially year 6) feel a little 
aggrieved that they do not have a pen licence yet. SM 
explained that in order to gain one children must have neat 
handwriting, presentation and be a confident speller and it is 
no longer the teacher to decide who gets a pen licence but 
SM.  
Parents wanted clarity as to what their child needs to work 
on in order to gain a pen licence. 

Parent council to tell other parents that they can 
dojo their class teaching, asking what exactly 
their child needs to work on in order to gain a 
pen licence. 
SM will speak to staff in the next staff meeting 
about pushing children to gain a pen licence and 
telling them what they need to work on in order 
to gain one.   

6 

 
Dogs near 
school site 

 
 

Parent council agreed that dog owners were doing the right 
thing in not bringing their dog onto the school grounds but 
waiting by the top wall with them. They explained that this 
was a very narrow pavement and with some children that 
were afraid of dogs, they ended up jumping away from the 
dog into the road. Parents wanted the dog owners to be 

SM to make parents aware of this in the 
newsletter. 
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Item Topic Discussion Actions 
made aware and conscientious of this when bring their dog 
near the school.  

7 

 
Parking 

 
 

It was brought up that one parent with a blue badge 
struggles to park near the school. It was discussed whether 
the near end of the bus stop could be turned into a disabled 
parking spot. 

SM to speak to the B&NES Highways department 

8 Reading levels 

It was discussed that reading levels have sometimes been too 
low and then suddenly children are jumping a few levels. SM 
explained that some teachers want to ensure that the child is 
extremely confident with the level that they are at before 
moving them on. SM also explained that the recent sudden 
jump was because of him intervening (as English lead), 
listening to a few children read and moving them up a few 
levels or reminding teachers that they need to be updated. 

SM to explain to staff that we need to be more 
consistent in our approach and to regularly 
monitor what levels the children are on. 

9 
Competition 

vs Celebrating 

SJ felt that there was competition in parts of the school year 
that could be used more for celebrating as the competition 
was having the adverse effect of encouraging children to 
strive to do their best (SJ gave the example of Pensford’s Got 
Talent). Other parents argued that competition is good and 
that it teaches them that you can’t win in everything. SJ felt 
that 5-7 year-olds were perhaps too young to be learning 
this.   

SM to speak to staff about whether we need to 
do more celebrating rather than competing. 

10 Praise Staff 
KS wanted to send praise to all staff about what a great job 
everyone is doing 

SM will feed this back to all staff.  

 

Date of next meeting: Friday, 20th March 2020 


