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We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are:  Dilly and Lexon 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Clara and Leo 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Lilou and Oscar 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Jess and Loris 
 Headteacher awards: Poppy, Tyler, Anna and Oakley 
 Best class attendance: Duckling 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

We have had an enjoyable week, 

especially on our Roald Dahl dress up 

day on Thursday.  It was great to see 

how hard children and parents had 

worked to make sure the school looked 

colourful and bright with all the different 

costumes.  This really helped to raise the 

profile of reading as something to be 

enjoyed and there was no shortage of 

enthusiasm amongst the children! 

We will be continuing to celebrate 

reading on a regular basis through the 

Pensford Reading Tree that is now in the hall.  Each time a child finishes a book they 

can complete a ‘leaf’ for the tree with the title of the 

book and a word to describe it.  The leaves will 

decorate the tree and show us how much our children 

read throughout the year. 

Congratulations too to Alfie & Billy, Max & Zack, Jake & 

Anna, Dylan & Anais who all completed the summer 

reading challenge organised by the library service.  It 

was lovely to see medals and certificates in assembly 

this morning. 

I also had the pleasure of taking four children to our first 

sporting event of the year – the cross country running 

event at Chew Valley School.  You can read more 

about how they got on below, but I would just like to 

say that I was very impressed with the effort and 

commitment all four runners showed when they 

represented the school.  

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mr Barton 

 



 

 

Cross Country Running at Chew Valley 

Congratulations to Jack, 

Finley, Theo and Will who were 

the first to represent Pensford 

at a sporting event this year.  

They finished 2nd, 8th, 11th and 

13th respectively in a race that 

included around 50 runners in 

the Y5/6 boys category.  

Overall this was enough for 

second place – an impressive 

performance bettered only by 

the very strong team from 

Chew Stoke.  The top two 

teams really stood out, with 

our Pensford team finishing 29 

points ahead of third place.  

Special congratulations to Jack for coming second individually in the race too.  He 

timed his final sprint very well to come from third to second and was only just behind 

the winner.  Mr Barton very much enjoyed taking the team out to Chew. 

Swap Shop for Uniform now OPEN 

Parents may be pleased to know that, following the 

lowering of uniform prices by using Tesco as an 

alternative to School Trends, we now have another 

way you can save on the cost of school uniform.  

We have set up a ‘swap shop’ in the hall.  There is a 

rail there now with clean uniform in good condition 

that is no longer needed, and parents are 

welcome to come and help themselves.   We have 

sorted the clothes according to size so hopefully it 

should be quick and easy to find out if we have 

anything suitable for your child. 

There is no charge for any uniform from the swap 

shop, but of course we would love parents to 

donate uniform in exchange provided it is washed 

and still in good condition.  Recycling in this way 

should help the environment as well as bank 

balances! 

We are aware that the PE hoodies still need to be 

bought through School Trends as they are currently 

unavailable at Tesco.  Watch this space for news 

on that as we are hoping for a change here too 

that will also benefit parents. 

 

 



 

 

School Attendance – Excellence achieved! 

We would like to say an enormous thank-you to parents for their support in 

maintaining and improving Pensford’s reputation as a school where education is 

valued very highly.  Last year we surpassed our target of 96.5% attendance, with a 

final figure of 96.7% for the academic year. 

This now forms part of a 3-year trend 

and is testament to parents really 

prioritising school attendance when it 

comes to planning holidays.  In 

addition, it is good to see parents 

trusting the school to call parents if 

children are a little under the weather in 

the morning rather than keeping them 

at home as a precaution. 

Research shows a link between 

attendance and progress, so it really is 

in our children’s interest that this 

continues.  Thank-you to all families 

wherever they have contributed to this great support for our school value of 

‘Excellence’, and for continuing to do so. 

And talking of excellence… 

The Department for Education has produced 

another measure for schools in which Pensford 

has done exceptionally well.  The DfE produce 

statistics on financial efficiency.  These are done 

a year after the pupils’ results are published so 

the latest data is based on 2017 results.  In this, 

Pensford is ranked in the top decile and 4th out of 

50 similar schools for the progress the children 

made compared to the funding the school 

receives. 

If anyone is interested in finding out more about 

this measure placed on schools, you can click 

the image to the right.  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-financial-efficiency-metric-tool?utm_source=92da7a30-6f70-4a26-ab51-6d904d4b0402&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate


 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

 
Children’s Science 

workshops 
BRLSI, 16 Queen Square, Bath, BA1 2HN 
 
Bookings are now being taken for all 
children in year 3 and above for Autumn 
term ‘hands on’ science workshops at 
Bath Royal Literary and Scientific 
Institution, 16 Queen Square, Bath, BA2 
2N 1pm to 4pm on the 2nd Saturday of 
every month. £10 per workshop. 
 
More information at 
www.brlsi.org/youthactivities.  
 
To book go to coolbookings@brlsi.org 
and please leave name, date of birth, 
contact details and the name of the 
workshop you want to join. 
 

FESTIVITIES & FUNDRAISING 
FOR FINGERPOSTS 

 
You are invited to an evening of festivities 
and fundraising to raise money for the 
restoration of the lovely cast iron finger posts 
in the parish. 
 
Sunday October 7th, 6 – 8 pm 
The Grange, Belluton, BS39 4JJ 
£10 per head 
 
First glass of wine free, donations 
appreciated thereafter. 
All welcome!  Drinks & finger food for adults, 
bring your own picnic for little ones. 
We have restored two of the posts and the 
next one is at Publow Lane/Priestdown. 
We are appealing for donations to enable the 
full restoration of the 6 posts 
 
Contact Meg Thomas (01761 490327) or 

Janette Stephenson £01761 490352) for 

tickets or 

http://www.brlsi.org/youthactivities
mailto:coolbookings@brlsi.org

