
Newsletter – 21
st

 September 2018 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are: Henry A and Freddie 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Jack and Roxanne 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Alfie and Dylan 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: 
 Headteacher awards: Matthew, Beau, Arthur & Orla 
 Best class attendance: Duckling (100%!) 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

It was a pleasure to show the first of our prospective parents around the school this 

week, now that the applications process has begun for Reception places in 2019.  I 

normally introduce new parents to the school by explaining our school values and 

the fact that we genuinely strive at all times to put children’s happiness first.   

 

However, having only just 

arrived back at school from 

another meeting, I neglected 

to talk about the values before 

taking the parents on a tour.  

How nice it was, then, that 

about 15 minutes in to the tour 

one of the parents 

commented on how happy all 

the children looked!  She 

seemed very impressed with 

the atmosphere in the school 

and I was glad that our first 

value of happiness was 

obvious to her without me even mentioning it.  Again, I would like to pass on my 

thanks to parents for your role in promoting the reputation of the school, which is 

what had drawn these parents here in the first place. 

 

In case any readers know others who are looking to find a place for their child next 

September, they may want to know that the application window is open now and 

runs through to 15th January.  I am happy to give individual tours by appointment 

and we are also holding two open days when prospective parents can simply drop 

in unannounced.  There is more information about this on our homepage. 

 

We already have another three sets of parents booked in for visits on Monday and I 

look forward to giving them their tours of the school too. 

I hope you enjoy the rest of the newsletter and have a very good weekend. 

 

Mr Barton 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Our_Learning/Book_Band_Levels_Nov_16.pdf


House Captains 

We are very pleased to announce our House Captains and Vice Captains for this 

year.  Well done to Edie and Cordy (Cabot), Will and Orla (Carpenter), Oakley and 

Finley (Brunel) and Alfie and Jessica (Blackwell) who were all voted in by their peers.  

Here are the captains (in the back row) and their vice captains in front, all wearing 

newly-acquired badges that were given out in assembly this morning. 

 

 
 

 

 

Parent Council 

Thanks to the parent council members who attended our first meeting of the year 

this morning.  For those of you not already familiar with Parent Council, this is a 

mechanism through which any queries or questions can be brought to me via the 

class representatives.  The council is made up as follows: 

 

 Duckling Dragonfly Otter Kingfisher 

Parent Council 

Representative 

Jo Barnes 

(Parent 

Governor) 

Sally Jenkins Karen Mitchell Tracey King 

Who are their 

children in 

school? 

Rose and 

Arthur 

Bonnie Lucas and 

Beau 

Lola 

 

 

Up until now, Jo has been on the council in her capacity as a school governor.  This 

means that if any parents of Reception children would also like to join the council 

and represent Duckling class you would be most welcome.  Please contact Mr 

Barton if you are interested. 

 

If any parents do have any worries, comments, praise or suggestions for the school, 

you can bring them to the council via the appropriate representative and they will 



be brought to the next termly meeting  Of course, for any urgent matters do speak 

to a teacher or Mr Barton or to someone in the school office. 

 

At this morning’s meeting a couple of questions were raised about reading books.  

The minutes of the meeting, including full answers to the queries, will be published 

next week.  Meanwhile, though, parents may find it helpful to look at our guide to 

reading levels, which you can access by clicking on the image below.  

 

 
 

It shows the different coloured book bands and the approximate ages at which 

most children will reach each band.  If you have any questions about the book your 

child is reading, please do speak to your child’s class teacher or message them on 

Class Dojo. 

 

A couple of school rules reminders 

One other thing that came up at the parent council was a question related to 

health and safety, about how hair should be worn in school.  It has been a long 

standing rule at the school that long hair should be tied back as a way of helping 

prevent any headlice from spreading and reducing the risk of injury cause by hair 

getting caught or accidentally pulled.  Please could parents and carers be mindful 

of this and ensure that children with long hair do have it tied back. 

 

Also, it has recently come to light that one or two backpacks have appeared in 

school that are advertising games intended for older children (ie rated 12 or above).  

Please can parents and carers make sure that only plain rucksacks, or those with 

age-appropriate advertising, are brought to school.  Many thanks for your co-

operation in both of these matters. 

 

Finally, we would like to remind parents and carers of the school policy on footwear.  

Children should wear, “Black school shoes with a closed toe and no heels (Proper 

school shoes please, no canvas pumps.)”.  Information on school uniform policy can 

be found here. 

 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents/School-Uniform/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Our_Learning/Book_Band_Levels_Nov_16.pdf


 

Community News 

 

RACE NIGHT at The George and Dragon 

Organised by the PSA – raising funds for Pensford School 

SATURDAY, 6th October 7pm at the starting gate 

 

BATH STRINGS ACADEMY - Inspired Weekend 

 
Day 1: Saturday 13th 

October, 9am – 6pm  
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, Cardiff  

Suitable for: Grade 4 and above; tickets strictly limited 
 

There is nothing more inspiring than working with top-class professionals.  World-famous violinist Nicola 
Benedetti has built a reputation as a passionate educator as well as a top-flight soloist.  We will take part 
in a workshop with other young string players at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama.  Fees 
include supervised attendance at the workshop and transport from Bath to Cardiff.   

 

Day 2: Sunday 14th October 2018,  

2 hours, 10am - 4pm Widcombe Junior School, Bath 

The following day there will be the opportunity to put what you have learned into practice, with 2 hours 
of chamber music coaching in small groups.  Groups will be carefully matched by age and playing 
experience, and players will have the opportunity to explore new repertoire in duets, trios, quartets and 
quintets. 

 



 


