
Newsletter – 28
th

 September 2018 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are: Matthew & Connie 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Bonnie & Oscar 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Fletcher & Maisie 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Cameron & Rory 
 Headteacher awards: Bea, Alfie S, Preston & Lola 
 Best class attendance: Duckling & Dragonfly (both 100%!) 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

This week marks the half-way point of Term 1 

and it has been a fun week in school again.  

The stand-out event for piquing the 

children’s interest in their topic has to be the 

visit by a chocolatier to Kingfisher class on 

Thursday.  This was a great chance to enjoy 

designing and making their own chocolates 

as part of their topic, called “Mmmmmm… 

chocolate!”  I was even lucky enough to be 

presented with a packet of delicious 

chocolates myself. 

 

The class have also been learning about 

countries around the world that produce 

cacoa beans and their hall display at the 

moment shows what they have learned 

about how some of their economies have 

been affected for better or worse over the 

years.  This global and cultural dimension to 

our curriculum is something we are putting 

effort in to developing further this year as part of our ongoing school improvement. 

 

We are also focusing on reading, spelling and grammar.  A helpful suggestion from a 

parent through parent council was to provide recommended reading lists for 

children of different ages.  I have done this now through our website, as you can see 

here.  I have used an external website to provide lists for each year group and our 

aim is to provide a box for each class that contains as many of the titles as possible.  

Some of these we will have already, some we will purchase over time and some 

could perhaps be donated from home when children have outgrown their books.  

Please do take the time, if you have the chance, to look at the lists and donate any 

of the listed books if you no longer need them. 

 

Many thanks and have a lovely weekend. 

 

Mr Barton 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Book-Lists/


 
Kingfisher’s work on chocolate-producing countries is part of our focus on global 

awareness and learning about different cultures 

 

Special Census Day Lunch – Thursday 4 October 

There will be a change to the school lunch menu on Thursday 4 October in the hope 

to attract ALL of KS1 children to have a meal.  This menu is available for all children 

but the local authority record the number of KS1 children who have a meal on this 

particular day which then in turn has an impact on our budget next year. 

 

The menu on offer will be a Burger Bar: 

 

Choose your Burger From 

Beef Burger in a Bun 

 Cheese Beef Burger in a Bun  

Veggie Burger in a Bun 

 Cheese veggie Burger in a Bun 

Served with 

Coleslaw & Jacket Wedges 

Dessert 

Chocolate & Beetroot Brownie 

 

In order to maximise the amount of funding we receive, can we ask that all children 

in KS1 have a free school meal on THURSDAY 4 OCTOBER. 

 

 

 



Drinks and snacks in school 

We would just like to remind all parents and carers that children’s water bottles need 

to contain just that – water.  Please do not send in other drinks. 

 

Similarly, snacks for breaktime should be fruit or vegetables only.  Children are very 

aware of fairness with these issues so your co-operation in making sure that 

everybody sticks to the same rule is much appreciated. 

 

Collection times and late collection of children 

While this will hardly affect any parents at all, as children are almost always 

collected on time, we need to let everybody know of an update to our charging 

policy.  This has been agreed recently by the school governors.  In the case of a 

child being collected more than 10 minutes late from school, we need to have in 

place a system for charging for the resulting childcare that the school provides. 

 

The full wording of the relevant section of the 2018 charging policy is here: 

 

 

Community News 

 

Volunteer 1-2 hours a week to support a vulnerable child 
Could you spare an hour or two a week to support a 7-11 year old struggling with family 
difficulties or problems in school? Local youth charity Mentoring Plus needs volunteer 
mentors for primary-aged children in Bath & NE Somerset. Mentors are kind, committed 
adults who meet up with primary pupils one to one weekly in school hours, have a chat, do 
fun activities and explore their community together.  
 
No previous experience is needed and full training is given. You’ll help a lonely or anxious 
child to feel more confident, know their own strengths and cope better in the classroom – 
and build skills and confidence yourself!  
 
Please call Mentoring Plus on 01225 429694 for a no-obligation chat or see 
mentoringplus.net/volunteer for details. Next training: 6th and 13th Oct 2018 in Bath. 
 

Late collection of children 

While we recognize that from time to time parents may be a little delayed in picking up 

their children, we are not able to provide free childcare after school when this happens.  

We will charge parents at a rate of £10 per half-hour or part half-hour if children are 

collected after 3:30pm.  Please note that this will still apply even the school is notified of 

the delay.  We recommend that in such cases parents arrange where possible for another 

friend or relative to pick up their child on time, ensuring that the adult collecting has the 

correct password. 

The above policy also applies in the case of children being picked up late following after 

school clubs or other activities where the normal pick-up time is different.  The fees will be 

charged if the child is collected more than 10 minutes after the scheduled pick-up time on 

that particular day. 



 

 

Earthwise: Half-term Forest Fun! 
Mon 29th & Tue 30th October, 10am-3pm 

Two days of outdoor fun and adventure for 4-7 year olds in a private woodland in Chew Stoke. 

Campfire cookery, green wood working, woodland games, rope swing, hammock and we even have 

the incredible Pridie Tiernan from The Wild of the Words joining us for some interactive story telling 

as we bring the Legends of King Arthur to life! 

£57 for two days. Discounts available for siblings. 

Click here for more info and to book or visit: getearthwise.co.uk 

 

https://www.thewildofthewords.co.uk/
http://www.getearthwise.co.uk/childrens-activities/calendar/half-term-forest-fun-oct2018
http://getearthwise.co.uk/

