
Newsletter – 12
th

 October 2018 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are: Beatrice and Reece 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Alfie and Tyler 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Darsh and Jacoby 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Edie and Lucy 
 Headteacher awards: Molly, Freddie, Alfie S, Billy, Maisie 

and Theo (all for achieving the most ‘Respect’ Dojos this 

week) 
 Best class attendance: Kingfisher 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

This week has been a 

good one for 

developing our 

partnerships with other 

schools.  I gave our 

school development 

plan this year the title, “Building Partnerships, Delivering Excellence” because I 

believe that it is vital for any school to foster positive links with others. 

 

These partnerships are important for both children and staff.  For the children, 

the start of the week saw footballers from Kingfisher class taking part in a 

collaborative match alongside pupils from the Bridge Learning Campus.    This 

was opportunity for our children to play alongside others as the teams were 

mixed up with players from both schools on each side. 

 

 

We are also taking partnerships forward for staff, working in a very practical 

way with Chew Magna and Cameley primary schools.  As you will be aware, 

our three primaries have all applied to join The Bath and Mendip Partnership 



Trust (TBMPT).  While that process will take some time, we are keen to get 

going on working with others for the benefit of the children. 

 

So this week, we invited the teachers from the 

other two schools for Pensford for a joint staff 

meeting.  This wasn’t the first time they’d met, as 

we began this work during last academic year.  By 

working together, the teachers of the different 

age groups are able to swap ideas and take time 

to refelct on their own teaching practice.  

Learning from each other, they can all take on 

new techniques and ideas for lessons that will 

enhance the children’s learning. 

 

This forms just part of the professional development opportunities that our staff 

are undertaking this year, by participating in training offered by TBMPT.  Mrs 

Rawlinson will be undertaking a Leadership course, for example, and Mrs 

Bevan, Mrs Croucher, Mrs Mullen and Mrs Britton will all be attending training 

to support our focus on reading and our focus on spelling this year.  We are 

very fortunate that we will be able to cover the brief periods of absence with 

adults that the children know well.  With Miss Murphy and myself in school 

able to cover classes, we are able to keep our use of supply teachers to an 

absolute minimum.   

 

I will also be learning from the Trust and will not 

be in school next Thursday or Friday when I 

attend their headteachers’ conference.  As a 

result, the newsletter will take a break next week 

and the next one will be published on Friday, 26th 

October – the last day of term. 

 

We have lots of events coming up in school, 

which we have listed below for you.  These 

include some PTA events (such as the Halloween 

party on the last day of term) so before I sign off I 

must thank the PTA and all who went along to 

the race night at the George and Dragon last 

week.  This raised a staggering £1600!  The money will be a tremendous help 

as we are finding the funds for new laptops for the children to use.  

Combined with the news this week that Mrs Millican has been successful in 

applying for a grant from the Medlock Trust, we are on the way to being able 

to order these.  Enormous thanks are due to all involved.  Please do continue 

to support the PTA as much as you can.  They really do make a difference to 

the children’s enjoyment of their time in school as well as  enhancing the 

equipment they have to help them learn. 

 

Have a good weekend, 

 

Mr Barton 

 

 



Upcoming Events 

We have a number of enjoyable events coming up in school and would like 

to make sure our families are aware of them all.  Some have already been 

announced and there are some new ones here too: 
 

From Monday next week (15th Oct): As if the tasty meals and Mrs Cook’s smile 

weren’t enough, our catering company are offering another incentive for 

children to order a school meal.  Each time a child has a meal they will be 

given a pack of 4 Lego cards, kindly donated from Sainsbury’s via Macie and 

Dilly’s mum.  If they find a card that matches one from Mr Barton’s pack they 

will win a Space Hopper to take home and keep!  So as long as the stocks of 

cards and Space Hoppers last, having a meal could win you a prize! 

Monday and Tuesday next week (15th & 16th Oct): On Monday afternoon 

(2:30) and Tuesday morning (9:05) parents are very welcome to attend either 

or both of our Harvest assemblies.  While these are mostly for Key Stages 1 

and 2, Reception children are singing a song too at the beginning and their 

parents can then attend a ‘stay and play’ session with them in Duckling class. 

On Monday 22nd October Key Stage 2 children will be able to take part in a 

Capoeira dance workshop to celebrate Afro-Brazilian culture as part of the 

global dimension to their topics. 

Friday 26th October: After school the PTA have organised a fantastic 

Halloween party.  Details are given below and the entry fee of £5 will be 

taken on the door, but please use the slips sent home in bookbags this week 

to let us know you are coming.  Entry includes the main activities of pumpkin 

carving, spooky stories, apple bobbing and a colouring competition.  Please 

also bring some change for additional activities such as a lucky dip and 

pumpkin golf!  Note that this event is not to be confused with the disco at the 

Memorial Hall the same night.  Children who carve their pumpkins at school 

could then enter them in the pumpkin competition at the disco. 

Monday 5th November will see another special lunch in school to celebrate 

Fireworks night.  The ‘Bonfire Bonanza’ menu is given on the next page and 

needs to be pre-ordered.  If you haven’t already done so, please return your 

slips to the office.  If you can’t find the letter, a copy is on our website here. 

Main course options: Bonfire Pot Mild Chicken & Butternut Squash Curry & 

Rice OR Pizza Catherine Pinwheel & Crackling Fries OR Campfire Jacket 

Potato & Veggie Chilli with sour cream 

Further ahead, in the week beginning 10th December we will be holding a 

Christmas Fair after school.  This is a PTA event too.  

Wednesday 19th December, our Christmas concert will take place in Publow 

Church.  This year there will be two performances – one at 2pm and the other 

at 6pm.  We really would like all children to perform in both, so please save 

this date in your diary to ensure your child is available from 6-7pm. 

  

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Bonfire_Night_meal_letter_5_November.pdf


 

Useful links 

Don’t forget to keep up to date with what the classes are doing by visiting 

their class pages. You can use the links below. 

Duckling   Dragonfly   Otter   Kingfisher 

Another particularly useful part of our website is the school letters page, 

which can be found here: http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents/School-Letters/  

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents/School-Letters/


 

Thanks to the Community Trust  

We would like to extend our thanks to the Pensford, Publow and The Stantons 

Community trust for supporting our work on global education.  They have 

agreed this week to fund a subscription to The Week Junior magazine for one 

year.  Among other interesting articles and quizzes, this gives information 

about world events that the teachers can use for topic work and assemblies.  

We look forward to receiving our first issues soon. 

 

PTA Fundraising Event 

You are invited to a …. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pumpkin carving, Spooky Stories, apple bobbing, colouring competition, lucky dip, 

pumpkin golf  

WHERE? - Pensford School – Main Hall 

WHEN? – Friday 26 October 3.15pm to 4.30pm 

RSVP via slips that were sent home in bookbags on Thursday 

 



Community News 

HALLOWEEN  

dISCO  

fRIGHT FRIDAY  

26th october  

6.30pm til 9.30 pm 

AT pENSFORD ghoul 

(Memorial Hall ) 

 
FANCY DRESS / ADULTS & CHILDREN  

& CHILDREN’S BEST PUMPKIN  
 

GAMES & PRIZES RAFFLE TUCK GRUEL BAR 
 


